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Gloucester Medieval 
Buildings Walk 

KEY 
a) Folk Museum 
b) St Nicholas - bell floor 
c) Dick Whittington 
d) 66 Westgate St 
e) 7 College Green - wing 
f) Abbots Chapel  
g) Henry & Laud rooms 
h) Parliament Room 
i) 14 College Green 
j) Little Cloisters 
k) Dulverton House 
l) Lady Chapel 
m) 39–41 Westgate St 
n) 26 Westgate St (Antiques) 
o) 19–23 Westgate (Fleece) 
p) 16 Northgate St (New Inn) 
q) 9 Southgate St (Costa) 
r) Mercers Hall (Masonic Hall) 
s) Robert Raikes Inn 
t) St Mary De Crypt - school 
u) Blackfriars Priory 
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All the buildings pictured are tree-ring dated with the 
exception of 9 Southgate St, Robert Raikes Inn & St 
Mary De Crypt School, which are documented dates. 
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A BRIEF EARLY HISTORY OF GLOUCESTER 
Gloucester lies at the first point where the River 
Severn can be crossed. It was settled by the 
Romans from AD 49, and in the late 7th century 
the Saxons founded a monastery in Gloucester. 
The town was granted its first charter in 1155 by 
Henry II and the Cathedral church was built 
between 1089 and 1100. Wool and cloth 
manufacture were important in the city. There 
was also a large leather industry, iron working, 
grain exports and a considerable fishing industry. 
 
BUILDING DESCRIPTIONS 
For a modern city Gloucester contains an 
unusually rich collection of surviving medieval 
buildings. This leaflet shows all the tree-ring 
dated buildings, a good number of which are 
open at times to the public. Features of interest 
are often concealed in roofs or behind later brick 
frontages and so some brief features of the 
buildings are described below: 
 
a) Folk Museum (1509): the front of the left-

hand building consists of a 3-bay front range 
with jettying and close studding with rails. 
The rear range is dated to 1516. The right-
hand building dated to 1645 consists of a 2-
bay end-chimney house with raking queen 
strut roof. It has straight bracing on the 
timbered 2nd floor, and is brick built at 
ground & first floor. 

b) St Nicholas - bell floor (1425): a support 
frame with long curved down bracing. 

c) Dick Whittington (1482): behind a brick 
facade are 3 bays of a probable original 4-
bay front range with queen strut roof. The 
rear 5-bay jettied range is dated to 1488. 

d) 66 Westgate St (1432-48): a 2-bay town 
house with a clasped purlin and crown strut 
roof. 

e) 7 College Green – wing (1396): a 2-bay 
open hall cross-wing with both crown strut 
and fan trusses in the roof. 

f) Abbots Chapel (1325-57): the roof also 
contains earlier re-used timbers felled 
between 1134 and 1166. 

g) Henry & Laud rooms (1449-69): a stone-
walled 6-bay building with short king strut 
trusses and short wall posts resting on 
corbels which support the tiebeams. 

h) Parliament Room (1492): a 4-bay building 
with double-arch braced and fan trusses. The 
wall-frame has close studding with rail. The 
ground floor is stone. 

i) 14 College Green (1463): a 2-bay open hall 
with stone ground floor. The roof is of fan 
truss form with cusped windbraces. 

j) Little Cloisters (1508): a 4½-bay building 
with stone ground floor, close studded with 
rail and a queen strut roof. A rear range 
contains an older 7-cant roof. 

k) Dulverton House (1205-1323): Infirmarer’s 
lodging of 4 bays with end half bays, Samson 
posts and carved brackets, with adjoining 
chapel. The hall produced both early 13th 
century and early 14th century tree-ring 
dates and the site is the subject of ongoing 
archaeological analysis. A south-west range 
is dated 1477. 

l) Lady Chapel (1477): a shallow pitch roof of 
10 bays with 9 king strut trusses. The roof 
contains a mixture of original oak and later 
replacement pine and oak timbers. 

m) 39–41 Westgate St (1568-89): No. 39 is a 2-
bay probable chimney house with raking 
queen strut roof and a jetty. No. 41 contains 
fragmentary survival of a 1-bay building of 
similar date. 

n) Antiques Centre (1587): an impressive town 
house of 8 bays with jettying, gabled dormers 
and a stair turret. 

o) The Fleece Hotel (1476): a fine building of 5 
bays. The west range is dated to 1472. Both 
ranges have yet to be recorded. 

p) New Inn (1432): the most complete surviving 
example of a medieval courtyard inn with 
galleries in Britain. Both the front and north 
ranges are dated to 1432. 

q) Costa Coffee (1665): a merchant’s house 
with jettying and fine moulded timbers. 

r) Masonic Hall (1481-1506): a former market 
hall. The roof was reconstructed in 1541. 

s) Robert Raikes Inn (1560): a former 
merchant’s house with 3-bay ranges. It is 
jettied to the front with spectacular decorative 
quatrefoil panels inside. 

t) St Mary De Crypt – school (1539): a 
building of 4 bays. The brickwork is an early 
example of use in this region. 

u) Blackfriars Priory – south range (1230-69): 
one of the most complete surviving friaries of 
Dominican ‘black friars’ in England, later 
converted into a Tudor house and cloth 
factory. The south range has a common 
rafter roof with scissor bracing. The east and 
west ranges have a common rafter roof with 
passing scissor braces dated between 1240 
and 1270. The north cloister has a gallery 
roof with raking struts dated 1528–53.  
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