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Tewkesbury Medieval 
Buildings Walk 

KEY 
a) Abbey House 
b) Abbey roofs 
c) Abbey Belfry [Demolished] 
d) 34–50 Church St 
e) 1–3 Mill Bank 
f) 4–5 Mill Bank 
g) 7–8 Mill Bank 
h) Old Baptist Chapel 
i) 66 Church St 
j) 82–83 Church St 
k) 94 Church St [Hop Pole] 
l) 100 Church St [Heritage] 
m) 8 Church St [Berkeley Arms] 
n) 9 Church St 
o) 4 & 5 Barton St 
p) 4 Tolzey Lane 
q) 132 High St [Cornell Books] 
r) Lucia House 
s) 67 High St [Burnt in 1970s] 
t) Black Bear 
u) Black Bear - w range 
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All buildings pictured have been tree-ring dated with 
the exception of Abbey Belfry, which is based on a 
documented date. 
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A BRIEF EARLY HISTORY OF TEWKESBURY 
The town’s layout developed mainly as a 
consequence of the Abbey, on which building 
started in the early 12th century. The first 
recorded fair was held in 1199, and the high 
quality of Cotswold wool had a hugely beneficial 
economic impact on both the town and the 
Abbey. During the 14th century, cloth 
manufacture overtook wool production in 
importance. 
 
TIMBER-FRAMING 
Tewkesbury contains a cluster of some of the 
best surviving 15th-century timber buildings in 
England. This leaflet shows all the tree-ring 
dated buildings and includes some hidden and 
lost buildings. The majority of buildings are 
shown to date from the Medieval period (1400–
1499), with most built before the Battle of 
Tewkesbury in 1471. Timber-framed buildings 
can be visited at the John Moore Museum (41 
Church St) and the Tewkesbury Museum (64 
Barton St). Two common patterns of construction 
are shown below. 
 
Crown posts and struts (Fig 1) are used in 
roofs up until the 1440s, after which queen strut 
(Fig 2) roofs are found. 
 

  
Fig 1: Crown strut Fig 2: Queen strut 
 
Arched or jowled apexes (a previously 
unrecognised feature, Fig 3) have been found in 
five houses: Abbey House (a), Berkeley Arms 
(m) - rear range (dated 1439), Black Bear (t), 

1–3 Mill Bank (e) & 66 Church St (i), buildings 
all dated between 1438 and 1475. 
 

 
Fig 3: The arched or jowled apex found in the 
roof of the Black Bear (t) 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
b)  Abbey roofs: the north transept roof is dated 

to 1521. The nave roof was rebuilt as a king 
post roof in 1723, but dated re-used timbers 
suggest an earlier roof was built in 1522. 

c) Abbey Belfry: the picture is a reconstruction 
of a belfry originally located where the 
National School (51 Church St, which was 
built in 1817) stands today. The nearby Bell 
Inn is named after the belfry and although 
stated to date from 1696 the timbers inside 
indicate the inn was built earlier. 

d) 34-50 Church St: may be the longest row of 
renter cottages left standing in England. A 
rear range to No. 50 is dated to 1611. 

j) 82–83 Church St: a 2-bay building with queen 
strut roof, front jetty and full-width windows 
with tracery. A rear range is dated 1330–49. 

k) Hop Pole Hotel: a rear range is dated to 
1428 and a north-west range to 1392. 

l) The Heritage Centre: the façade and middle 
range are dated to 1664, but much of the front 
range and jetty is dated 1465-95. The façade 
is very similar to that of the Tewkesbury 
Museum, which is likely of similar date. 

n) 9 Church St: is the earliest building tree-ring 
dated in Tewkesbury, although the façade is 
later. A building reconstruction is shown in Fig 
4. A rear range is dated 1484–1516. 

m) Berkeley Arms: a 4-bay front range with 
raking queen strut roof. A 3-bay rear range 
with queen strut roof is dated to 1439 and a 
rear 3-bay outbuilding with raking queen strut 
roof is dated to 1462. 

o) 4 & 5 Barton St: hidden behind brick facades, 
these buildings have yet to be recorded. 

r) Lucia House: wall-frame survives at the rear 
allowing a reconstruction (Fig 5). 

t) Black Bear: a 2-bay main range with a queen 
strut roof and a 2-bay cross-wing with a fan 
truss roof both dated to 1439. A 1-bay rear 
wing (possibly a kitchen) has a crown strut 
roof which dates 1423–48. 

u) Black Bear – west range: a 2-bay range with 
queen strut roof. Originally it was not 
connected with the Black Bear. 

 

 
Fig 4: 9 Church St Fig 5: Lucia House  
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